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strong fort of Dowlatabad, where was the treasure of

Syed Lashkar, the late minister, who  had just died.

His object was to confine Salabut Jung in Dowlatabad

and proclaim Nizam Ali minister, and then to expel

Bussy and the French from the Deccan.    To help him in

the conspiracy he did not hesitate to invite the Mahrattas,

who, always ready to take a share in any quarrel out

of which there was  a chance  of  getting  substantial

profit, sent an army under the Peshwa's son, Wiswas

Row, which took up a position not far from Dowlatabad.

Shah Nawaz Khan now called Nizam Ali to Aurungabad,

and invested him with the administrative work of the

kingdom, while the other brother Basalut Jung was

appointed keeper of the Great Seal.    The whole of the

power was now in the hands of the two brothers, and

the real Nizam, Salabut Jung, was a mere puppet.   It is

probable that his life would have been sacrificed if it

had not been for his faithful escort of 200 French soldiers,

whom Bussy had left behind as his body-guard.    As soon

as Bussy heard of the critical position of the Nizam he

resolved to come to his aid.    Aurungabad was over 500

miles from Rajamundry, but Bussy, with 500 European

infantry, 200 cavalry, 500 sepoys and 10 field pieces,

managed to cover this distance in 21 days, or an average

of nearly 20 miles a day.  When he arrived at Aurungabad,

he found himself in the midst of four armies gathered

together like birds  of prey.   There  were  Nizam  Ali

from Berar, the Nizam's army of which Nizam Ali had

assumed the command, Basalut Jung, with an army

from Adoni, and finally the Mahrattas under Balajee

Row who, as Orme remarks, had come as usual to take

advantage of the confusions of the Government!   Bussy's

first step was to secure the safety of the Nizam's person,

and, in order to do so effectually, surrounded him with